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2025 MEMBER & PR COMMITTEE BUS TRIP
QUINCY, IL

-

Titan Wheel
(Agricultural Wheel Manufacturer)

Friday, July 11, 2025
$4,500 Raised for the Scholarship Program
Thank you to Our Sponsors!

Pin Sponsors:
COUNTRY FINANCIAL - JAMIE JONES
COUNTRY FINANCIAL - JAKE SURRATT
COUNTRY FINANCIAL - JAMIE JONES

Hole Sponsors:
COUNTRY Financial - Jake Surratt * RCM Co-op * Brandt - Jared Brown * COUNTRY Financial - Jamie Jones

* COUNTRY Financial - Jamie Jones * COUNTRY Financial - Duane Schmedeke * Sangamon County Clerk - Don Gray

* Sievers Equipment Co. * Herrin, Ltd. * Bellatti, Barton, Cochran & White LLC * Hamilton's Catering, Inc. * Prairie State Beekeepers
* Bartlett Grain * Scoular * Sangamon County Recorder - Frank Lesko * Reichert Farms Inc * First Mid Ag Services - Thomas Hill
* M & H Excavating, Inc. * United Community Bank * Lincoln Land Beekeepers Association * Syngenta - Wade Meteer
* Niemeyer Farms * Prairieland FS, Inc. * COUNTRY Financial - Julie Hale Miller * KEB Asset Management

* Big Iron Auctions - Justin Cooper * Becks Hydrids - Nick Yates
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ne Schmedeke RECORD
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS & VOLUNTEERS
WHO MADE THIS EVENT POSSIBLE!
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FFA blue jacket delivers lifetime impact

I have an FFA sticker on my phone, an “FFA Bed” in our loft and the beat of blue and gold in my
heart. My son quickly points out my FFA Mom t-shirt as an example of my FFA fascination, but
I also own a navy blazer with gold blouse and FFA lapel pin.

I love FFA, and I'm proud to show it.

FFA done well transforms lives. Likewise, agriculture programs with good teachers bring notice
to the often-unnoticed teens. Immeasurable satisfaction swells within me and every one of our
passionate volunteers who witness this national youth organization use agriculture as the avenue
to develop young leaders, spark career interests, connect classroom learning to competitions, and
provide conference and convention opportunities unlike any other school organization.

FFA is our family’s sport, a competitive and disciplined organization with its own uniform. It
1s uniquely inter-curricular not extra-curricular as FFA weaves into agricultural education
curriculum at the 7-12 grade level. Often, membership generates an incredible everlasting loyalty,
adoration and allegiance that keeps the signature corduroy jackets in our closets decades past
wearing them.

Through my two kids, our chapter’s members and our FFA Alumni group, I'm gaining more from
the blue jacket today than when I wore it. Our son leads quietly, a servant leader with a stellar
record book in his passion for ag mechanics. My daughter just finished her term as the first major
state officer in 60 years from our tiny school’s FFA Chapter.

The high-profile privilege came with responsibility, never complacency. She deferred college for
a year to serve and travel more than 20,000 miles in-state to advocate for agriculture, vocational
education and FFA. She commonly worked 60-hour weeks, sometimes more, with her teammates.
They led thousands of students at workshops and conferences with record-breaking attendance.
The team traveled to D.C. twice in 12 months and conversed with nearly 30 legislators representing
Illinois. Each state officer visited almost 100 high schools in the fall alone and delivered more
than 25 speeches across the term.

Our daughter found inspiration in the people she met, was challenged by the demands of leadership
and humbly accepted the constant requirement to perform in public and leave an impact. Through
exhaustion, challenge, triumph, criticism and praise, she grew more personally and professionally
in the last 12 months than I will in my lifetime.

I took photos or videos almost every weekend when the FFA-wrapped Bronco she drove during
the term left our driveway. Eventually, I'll hang a photo of it near our “FFA Bed,” a spare queen
topped with navy linens and gold throw pillows to accommodate FFA state officer guests.

My drive to support FFA will never rest.

About the author: Joanie Stiers farms with her family in Knox County, where her kids are fourth-
generation FFA members.
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As summer comes to an end and harvest right around the corner, | want to
reflect on a conference | attended in June. The National Association of County
Agricultural Agents (NACAA) held its Annual Meeting and Professional
Improvement Conference (AM/PIC) in Billings, MT. This was my first time
attending, and | came away with many valuable lessons and connections. This
conference had Extension professionals from across the United States and
featured countless presentations and tour opportunities. | was able to listen to
presentations on programs such as Minnesota Extension’s Beginning Farmer
Education workshops, Nebraska Extension’s Cow Clinics, Ohio State
Extension’s cover crop seeding rate trials, Florida Extension’s ag data privacy
research, and many more. | also went on a tour focused on beef production,
which included stops at ORIgen semen collection, the Vermillion Ranch, and
Midland Bull Test. Each of these stops featured tours and conversations with
the owners/operators on the role they play in the beef industry as well as the
challenges they face and see. | plan on taking the lessons | learned from this
conference and applying them to what | do here in Logan, Menard, and
Sangamon counties. | look forward to attending and hopefully presenting at
next year’s AM/PIC in Denver, CO. As always, if you have any questions, you
can reach me by email (rgtibbs@illinois.edu) or by calling the Sangamon
County Extension office at (217)782-4617.

Sincerely,

Reagen Tibbs
Commercial Agriculture Educator
University of Illinois Extension
Serving Logan, Menard, and Sangamon Counties
Illinois Extension
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