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Committee Reports
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  Fall is here, and harvest is upon us. My name is Brent Johnson, and I am 
the new Chairman of the Governmental Engagement & Policy Committee. 
I am a sixth-generation farmer from the Pleasant Plains area and am 
currently serving my third term as a Director on the SCFB Board. 
The committee has been busy since our last report in the Sangamo Farmer. 
This past summer, Congresswoman Nikki Budzinski visited our area on 
Otto Reinstler's farm. She currently serves on the House Ag Committee. 
During this time together, several of our members had an opportunity to 
visit with her about the new Farm Bill and a few other topics. 

  At our monthly committee meetings, we received visits and updates 
from Sally Turner, Illinois State Senator from the 44th District, and Jack Campbell, former 
Sangamon County Sheriff. Our committee has also visited with Laura Harmon, Senior Counsel 
for IL Farm Bureau, about the National Interest Electric Transmission Corridor interwoven with 
the potential Grain Belt Express Transmission corridor. 

  In State Government, Activator Endorsements 
have been given to Congresswoman Mary 
Miller, State Senator Doris Turner and 
State Representative Mike Coffey. Locally, 
our Political Involvement Committee has 
interviewed upcoming candidates and chosen 
which candidates we will endorse and contribute 
to. 
Regarding the State Farm Bureau organization, 
our committee has submitted a Policy Resolution 
declaring stored carbon dioxide that moves into 
pore space located within the property rights 
of a property without an agreement for carbon 
dioxide to be considered trespassing. This Policy 
Resolution was approved by the IL Farm Bureau Policy Resolutions Committee and will be 
discussed and voted on at the Annual Meeting. 

  Locally, our committee continues to represent our organization at the monthly Sangamon 
County Board meetings with several of our committee members in attendance at each meeting. 
The County Board expects us to attend both the meetings and the party caucuses beforehand, 
and we are often called upon during the caucuses if the issue they are discussing is related to 
agriculture. Strengthening the relationship between our GEP and Sangamon County Board 
remains one of our highest priorities.
 
  On the Federal side, our committee organized a call to Washington last month. This phone call 
was to inform our Representatives about using Federal Tax Credits to allow used cooking oil 
from China and Brazilian ethanol derived from sugar cane to be used in US fuels instead of US 
soybean oil and corn ethanol. Many did not realize that was even occurring. You will notice that 
Senator Chuck Grassley from Iowa has championed this issue as discussions continue about the 
proposed 45Z tax credit regarding regenerative ag, biofuels, and Federal tax credits. 

  Lastly, I'd like to say thank you to Phil Sidles for being the GEP committee chairman all these 
years and doing such a phenomenal job. Phil's drive and willingness to tackle topics such as 
Farm Bureau policy, State and Federal government regulations, and working alongside the 
Sangamon County Board will be missed. Phil, thank you for the years you invested as the SCFB 
Governmental Engagement & Policy Committee Chairman. 
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The Bureau According to Jim

Jim Birge 

As I write this, the combines are rolling as fast as possible. However, it 
would be nice to have a little rain so everyone can rest briefly before returning 
to work.

Those brief slowdowns aren’t always a terrible thing. I know someone will 
tell me I was wrong and that they just needed to keep cranking along to get the 
crop out. But my reasoning is that a little break can help keep everyone rested 
and safe. Being tired and stressed can lead to some bad outcomes. And nothing 
is more important on the farm than the safety of all who work on it. 

As a boy back on the farm, my grandad was always conscious of my safety 
because he knew that little boy wasn’t nearly as invincible as he thought. I followed him 
around like a puppy during harvest (actually, I did that regardless of the time of year). 
Grandad knew that harvest was a great, yet dangerous, time. He learned this through tragedy 
when his younger brother was killed in a PTO entanglement as a young man. That event put 
safety into perspective for my grandad, and it never left his thoughts.

Back in the days of my youth, people knew the dangers of a spinning PTO shaft, so Grandad 
kept me far away from them, especially when near an auger putting corn or beans in a bin. He 
often did something that seemed logical at the time, but looking back, it was perhaps every 
bit as dangerous. Grandad thought having me in the wagon playing in the corn/beans was 
much safer than being around that PTO or the auger flights. Today, we have a much better 
understanding of the dangers of flowing grain and grain entrapment. Back then, I remember 
sinking in the grain and letting it pull me along, which was fun. I also remember getting scared 
when getting out of it got hard. Grandad knew that I couldn’t get through the small opening of 
the gate and end up in the auger, but he never thought about suffocation from flowing grain.

I remember and love my grandad’s tremendous concern for my safety. He was a great and 
intelligent man and did what he thought was best. I tell you this story not simply to uncover 
known dangers but to remind us all that farming dangers lurk in places we don’t expect. Being 
safe comes with constant awareness and using good judgment. 

Whether it’s harvest, the frigid winter, or the beauty of spring, dangers still exist on the 
farm. So be safe. Your family wants you to come home at night, and I want to have the pleasure 
of seeing you at upcoming Farm Bureau functions. 

I wish you joy and happiness over the holidays. See you in 2025! 
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Political Involvement Committee: Endorsements
The Sangamon County Farm Bureau Political Involvement Committee has endorsed the following candidates for election on 
November 5th. After several interviews, the committee believed these to be the best candidates to represent the agricultural 

interests of Sangamon County. We ask that you strongly consider these candidates when you vote.

Bill Hauter, Illinois State Representative, 87th District
Mike Coffey, Illinois State Representative, 95th District

Joe Roesch, County Circuit Clerk
Josh Langfelder, County Recorder

John Milhiser, County State’s Attorney
Tom Madonia, County Board District 9

Colleen Lucas Cavanagh, County Board District 12
Greg Stumpf, County Board District 16
Vera Small, County Board District 19

Andy Van Meter, County Board District 24
Jennifer Ghesquiere Deaner, County Board District 25

Abe Forsyth, County Board District 27
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Important Voter Information: Ballot questions
Voters in Illinois on November 5 will be asked for their opinion on three Advisory Referendum questions, 

in addition to a slew of federal, state and local candidates.  The three Advisory Referendum questions 
were placed on the ballot by the Illinois General Assembly via passage of SB 2412 in May. 

All three ballot questions are purely advisory and non-binding.
The placement of Advisory Referendum questions on the general election ballot has been a long-used 

tactic attempting to “drive” or pull voters to the polls.  We have seen this methodology used in previous 
elections when there is an expected low voter turnout and to provide key issues of focus for campaigns 

that may want to use these topics in the upcoming election.
Below we break down the three questions in the order they appear on the ballot.

 
Election Interference

The first ballot question is the Election Worker Protection and Candidate Accountability Referendum.  
The question reads:

"Should any candidate appearing on the Illinois ballot for federal, State, or local office be subject to civil 
penalties if the candidate interferes or attempts to interfere with an election worker's official duties?"

This is a simple “Yes” or “No” Vote. 
None of the terms used in the question, such as “interfere”, “election worker”, nor “official duties” are 
defined.  Currently state law includes several prohibitions with interfering with elections, and many 

include a clear criminal penalty if interference occurs.  This appears to be asking if individuals should be 
subject to civil lawsuits in addition to current criminal penalties.

 
Income Tax Surcharge for Property Tax Relief

The second ballot question is the “Property Tax Relief and Fairness Referendum”.  The question reads:
“"Should the Illinois Constitution be amended to create an additional 3% tax on income greater than 

$1,000,000 for the purpose of dedicating funds raised to property tax relief?" 
This single question asks, primarily, should the Constitution be amended to enable a progressive income 
tax structure.  The Illinois Constitution requires a simple flat tax structure.  The question then asks if 
that additional income tax tier should be an additional 3% tax on income over $1 million.  Finally, the 
question implies that the additional income tax revenue generated from the surcharge tax, would be 
dedicated to property tax relief.  The form or significance of that property tax relief is not specified.

 
Based on the number of millionaires living in Illinois, and their individual state income tax filings in 

2023, the Illinois Department of Revenue estimates that this would generate $4.5 billion in additional tax 
collections to the State of Illinois.

Illinois Farm Bureau policy opposes a progressive income tax structure and supports a flat income tax.
 

Mandatory Insurance Coverage for IVF
The third ballot question is the “Assisted Reproductive Health Referendum”.  The question reads:

“Should all medically appropriate assisted reproductive treatments, including but not limited to in vitro 
fertilization, be covered by any insurance plan in Illinois that provides coverage for pregnancy benefits, 

without limitation on the number of treatments?”
The Affordable Care Act currently requires all health insurance plans to cover essential health benefits, 

inclusive of pregnancy and childbirth benefits.  In addition, Illinois already requires group health plans to 
cover fertility benefits, including IVF.

This question is essentially asking should individual health plans be required to fully cover, with no 
copay, all assisted reproductive treatments, without limits.

 
Illinois Farm Bureau policy states: “We support the relaxation of state and federal mandates which 

require that certain provisions be included in all health insurance policies.  Consumers should be given 
choices as to what provisions are included in their health insurance programs.”



10   The Sangamo Farmer Sangamon County Farm Bureau






