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September
5th............................................................................................................................................................Labor Day (Office Closed) 
12th............................................................................Governmental Engagement & Policy Committee Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
12th......................................................................................................................Young Leader Committee Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
15th.............................................................................................................................Women's Committee Meeting, 12:00 p.m.
19th..................................................................................................................................Board of  Directors Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
26-30th.....................................................................................................................................Fall Ag-Venture Barn Tour, TBD

October
3rd................................................................................ Governmental Engagement & Policy Committee Meeting, 6:00 p.m.   
10th......................................................................................................................Young Leader Committee Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
17th..................................................................................................................................Board of  Directors Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
20th.............................................................................................................................Women's Committee Meeting, 12:00 p.m.

* All events occur at the Sangamon County Farm Bureau unless otherwise noted

Upcoming Meetings & Events 

DIRECTOR ATTENDANCE - 2021-22 D J F M A M J J A S
District 1    Brent Johnson X - X X - - X X
                   Michael Kinner X X X X - - X X
                   JD Sudeth X - X - - - X -
                    Jason Pickrell - - - - - - - -
District 2    Otto Rentschler - - - - - - - -
                   Kevin Foran (Secretary) - X X X - - - X
                    Janet Edwards X - X X - - - X
                   Ethan Krone (Ass't Sec/Treas) X X X X - - X X
District 3    Katie King               X - X X - - - -
                    Mike Borgic (Treasurer) X X - X - - - -
                   Adam Bailey (President) X X X - - - X X
                   Cathryn Ayers Seifert X X X - - - - -
District 4    Kyle Beutke X X X X - - X X
                   Kirk Mendenhall n/a - X X - - - X
                   Matt Heissinger X X X X - - X X
                   Marty Fairchild X X X X - - X X
At-Large     Charles Mayfield - - X X - - X X
                   Gary Reavis (VP) X X X X - - X -
                   George Sergot X - X - - - - X

Committee Chairs:
GEP Chair, Phil Sidles n/a X - X - - X X
YL Chair, Stephen Prather X X X X - - X -
Women’s Chair, Cassandra Bennett X X X - - - X -
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President's Report

 Hello everyone. I hope that everyone has had a great 
summer so far. We had a lot going on here at Farm Bureau this 
summer. We had a successful tractor drive in June put on by our 
leaders committee. Then in July, we had our Youth Livestock 
show, which brought out 69 great participants. It was a little 
warm that day, but all in all, everybody had a great time. With 
that, we are always looking for volunteer help that day, so mark 
it on your calendar for next year. Next, we had Agstravaganza. It 
also had great turnouts for all the days. We would like to thank 
the village of Sherman for letting us use the park area again. I 
want to say thanks to all the volunteers who have helped with 
all these great things we had going this year so far. Without 
you, it would be much more challenging. I hope everyone has a 

safe, bountiful harvest this year. Always remember, if you have any questions or 
concerns, be sure to reach out to the Farm Bureau office. We have a great staff 
there, and they are always willing to help or at least make the right contacts to 
figure the issues out. 

        
        Thanks again, your President.

Adam Bailey

Janet EdwardsM
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      Greetings from the Open Swine Barn at the Illinois State Fair. As 
I write this article, we are on the fifth day of the fair, and I must say, it 
is good to see all of the swine exhibitors. This being said, it also means 
that summer is almost over, and fall harvest will soon be upon us. 
I would like to give you a quick recap of what Sangamon County Farm 
Bureau has been doing during the summer. 

      In July, we started with the Foundation Golf Outing at Edgewood 
Country Club in Auburn and then went to New Berlin at the Sangamon 
County Fairgrounds for our 3rd Youth Expo. The kids of Sangamon 

County were offered the chance to showcase their animals again this 
year. In addition to the cattle, swine, sheep, and goats, classes were offered for 
rabbits. The exhibitors were also treated to lunch from Taft's and an icy treat from 
Kona Ice of Taylorville. A quick reminder to the exhibitors and their parents, please 
make sure to say THANK YOU to our sponsors for their help in making this event 
possible. Without them, we would not be able to hold such a great event for the youth.
 
    The next weekend took us to the park in Sherman for Ag-Stravaganza. We were 
very happy with the turnout of visitors stopping by the park to see all of the farm 
equipment and learn about agriculture from our members and volunteers. I would like 
to thank all who helped with this event. Without volunteers like you, we could not be 
the kind of organization we are.
 
    Speaking of volunteers, we held our first Volunteer Appreciation Dinner at the 
Buffalo Hart Clubhouse in late August, and a fun time was had by all.
 
    As I said at the beginning of this article, harvest will soon be upon us, and 
summer will be just a memory. Until next time, please be safe this harvest season, 
and God Bless!!  
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The Bureau According to Jim

Jim Birge 

The time has arrived for farmers to reap the rewards for their diligence and care 
of a very expensive crop. As if weather hasn’t been enough to worry about, the profit 
margins surely have been. It takes an extremely robust market to overcome the costs 
incurred this year. I’m optimistic that the market will be supportive as we look ahead.
While you or your family are out harvesting the first thing that I always remind 
everyone is to be safe. Safety is a blanket word but it has many contexts. 

• Be alert
• Watch out for others around you and your equipment
• Take reasonable breaks
• Stay hydrated

• Eat 
• If feeling stressed, take a moment to relax. Breath in slowly and fully, hold it for a moment, breath 
out slowly and fully. Repeat this a few times and you’ll find yourself feeling better. Repeat as often as 
necessary.
• Get some rest. The job won’t get done any faster if you get hurt, tear up equipment, and such. The 
time you spend resting may be hard to do as you feel the need to keep going and get it done, but it is 
necessary.

My staff and I will be checking in on members and volunteers to see how they’re doing throughout 
the fall and offer any assistance that Farm Bureau can provide. This is also the time when staff has 
time to recap the many Farm Bureau events of the summer and remind ourselves of the precious 
time and effort that our volunteers put in to make it happen. I for one try to thank our volunteers for 
their efforts, but even then I don’t feel like that’s enough. Each of you that have volunteered for the 
organization are appreciated more than you know. It’s bigger than just appreciating your time. We 
appreciate you, as a person, a leader, and most importantly, a friend. 

 I wish you a productive and successful harvest season. Be safe until we see you again.  

Cassie Bennett

 
    Hello Farmers! Who is 
ready for harvest? I'm pretty 
sure every summer gets busier 
and busier each year! Every 
year I think we try and fit 
more in but don't gain any 
time. 

   I want to thank all the 
Women's Committee members that helped out 
at Agstravaganza; events like these are possible 
because of you! Women's Committee will be 
ramping up the new year with our first meeting on 
September 15th at noon, right at the SCFB office. 
If you have ever thought about joining us, now is 
the time! Also, a quick note for a save the date for 
our fall luncheon on November 9th. It's always a 
great time! I hope you all have a safe and bountiful 
harvest!
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Stephen Prather

Summer has come and gone along with all the fairs and vacations we could 
squeeze in. Now is the time to reap all the benefits of your hard work this year 
and bring in the harvest. Be sure to be safe this harvest season and take time to 
enjoy the season with your family. 

 
 We hosted over 255 daycare kids at the Ag-Stravaganza event on Monday, July 
25th. Kids enjoyed sitting in a tractor seat, learning about bees, seeing a calf, 
goats, bunnies, and piglets. They also enjoyed a carton of milk and popcorn. The 
kids had a great time along with some of the chaperones of the groups too. We 
appreciate all the volunteers who helped put on this event, and we are glad we 
can showcase agriculture to all who may not have that exposure. 

 
  We picked sweetcorn again this year to donate to the Central IL food bank. Five young leader volunteers 
and a local community member picked 1,093 lbs of sweetcorn. This donation will help feed families in 
Springfield and the surrounding Sangamon County. We would like to thank Trent and Shelby Norville 
for planting and caring for the sweet corn. These lbs will go to our contribution to the harvest for all 
campaign put on by IL State Farm Bureau Young Leaders. 

 
 We had a family fun day at the IL State Fair on Sunday, August 20th. We are planning a fun trip this 
winter to check out some niche agriculture markets in our state. If you are interested in attending this, 
please let the office know your interest.

  Director Spotlight

Brent Johnson

Hello, my name is Brent Johnson. I am serving my fourth year as a 
director for District one, which is Capital Township. I am also involved 
in the Governmental Affairs Committee at the Sangamon County Farm 
Bureau. A little bit about myself, I attended Pleasant Plains High School 
and then advanced to the University of Illinois to earn a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Agricultural Finance. Currently, I reside in Springfield, IL, with 
my wife, Elizabeth, and two children, Owen & Max. My family and I enjoy 
sports and fishing in our free time. I am proud to be a 7th generation farmer 
with my family and hope to pass the tradition on to my children. 

 
Often, people ask why I decided to serve as a director. To me, Farm Bureau combines local 
involvement in Sangamon County policy and the connection of our younger generation in the 
work our Young Leaders Committee does. If I could give any words of wisdom, I would say 
there is a wealth of knowledge and expertise amongst our membership.

THERE’S REALLY 
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
Take a closer look at the 14 categories. Over 302,000 discounts available 
to you. Search our platform to find savings that fit your needs...

MEMBER BENEFITS
- Attractions & Tours 
- Automotive
- Cellular Phones
- Concerts & Events 
- Electronics 

- Everyday Living 
- Fashion & Beauty 
- Gifts & Flowers
- Health & Wellness
- IFB Exclusives

- Movie Tickets
- Restaurants
- Travel
- Unique Experiences

SIGN UP TODAY
https://ilfb.abenity.com
All discount offers are subject to change at any time without notice. Log in regularly to view the latest discounts available
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Phil Sidles 

 
The GEP Committee is never short of issues to address that affect our 
members. Recently it seems there are more items to discuss than usual, 
though. So I'll highlight a few that affect some or all of you.

Today, utility projects are among the most prevalent and contentious 
issues we face. One of the projects sought after is the Heartland Greenway 
Navigator CO2 pipeline. This pipeline would capture and compress CO2 
emissions from Ethanol production plants in South Dakota, Nebraska, 
Minnesota, Iowa, and Illinois. The compressed liquid CO2 would then 
be pumped via underground pipeline to Christian County and possibly 
Sangamon County, where it would be pumped roughly 5,000 feet in the 

ground to be stored in deep geological formations. The advantage of such a system would be 
to make Ethanol production more environmentally friendly and therefore make it a more 
attractive fuel to sell. The possible downside is that rural Illinois would be the ones to store 
it and deal with any potential for a pipeline rupture. There will be more to come on this as 
matters develop.

A new piece of federal legislation that farmers and the entire public need to pay attention to 
is the Inflation Reduction Bill. The bill has several provisions to support biofuels, renewable 
energy, and farm conservation programs. That said, the outrageous increase of taxes on 
businesses and funding for hiring 87,000 IRS agents to harass Americans' pocketbooks all 
add up to a more harmful than beneficial recipe. Farm Bureau opposed the measure, but 
partisan votes in both chambers of Congress pushed it through anyway.

Shifting gears to the local front, our committee has committed to transitioning our focus 
toward our local leaders. With new members coming on the county board, there is a strong 
need to educate them on agriculture issues and build strong relationships. These efforts pay 
great dividends for Farm Bureau and the County Board.

As part of interacting with the County Board and other local government units, our 
committee spent considerable time creating a local policy document that provides our 
official position and sentiment on agriculture-related topics. With this tool, we can clearly 
and consistently convey the message of where we stand. 

In addition to local policy, our committee is also charged with policy development for Illinois 
Farm Bureau policy and American Farm Bureau policy. Currently, we have two proposals 
for inclusion in IFB policy. 

The first policy proposal addresses IFB's position regarding the state's transition plan 
to move from traditional, baseload energy such as coal, natural gas, and nuclear to 
renewables. The policy would seek to ensure that conventional baseload sources remain 
online until an equal amount of renewable energy generation is online to replace them.
The second proposal requires telecommunications companies to remove abandoned or 
obsolete fixtures, including telephone pedestals in ditches, or to maintain them better if 
they are still in use.

As I said, a lot is going on, and I haven't even mentioned the beginning discussions about 
the new farm bill and all the moving parts surrounding it. I'll talk more about that in my 
following report to you. 

Until then, have a fantastic and safe harvest! 
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Don and Lynn Chard devoted their lives to farming, their family and their community.
Born in 1926, Don spent almost his entire life within 15 miles of his boyhood home in Rochester. Lynn 
was born in Springfield in 1934 and has similarly lived nearby ever since. They married in August 1952 
and lived briefly near Rochester and Middletown before moving to Franklin in 1954.

They settled outside of Dawson in 1956 and leased a farm from Michael Scully. That became the 
long-time base of their farming operation, and it was there that they raised their sons Steve and Mike.

Eventually their operation encompassed almost 1,000 acres across several properties including 
Don’s parents’ farm in Rochester. The operation included both grain and livestock (cattle and feeder 
pigs).

After a long fulfilling career, Don and Lynn 
semi-retired in 1984 and moved to a house that they 
built on his parents’ farm. They continued farming 
his parents’ property and Lynn’s parents’ former farm 
near Chatham, until their full retirement in 1999.

A talented baseball pitcher, Don once had the 
opportunity to try out for the St. Louis Cardinals farm 
system. He also was a “dowser,” witching water wells 
for many area farmers, and was renowned for locating 
productive wells. He refused to take more than a 
token fee, seeing it as a call to public service. Don was 
also a member of the Mechanicsburg Township Board 
and Rochester Lions Club.

Lynn could outwork many men and was as comfortable on a tractor as she was in the home. She 
has been a member of the United Methodist Church both in Dawson, and in Rochester where she still 
sings in the choir. She has been active politically and most currently serves as Clerk of Rochester 
Township. She was an 2012 Illinoisan of the Day honoree at the State Fair and recently retired as 
Director of the Sangamon County Soil & Water District. She is also a member of the Sangamon County 
Home Extension.

Don and Lynn spent many years working with the Sangamon County Farm Bureau organization, 
and both served as Director for the maximum 9 years. Lynn was only the 2nd woman to be a Director. 
Both worked on several committees for the organization.

A simple recitation of facts and dates does not fully capture their commitment to their community 
and to agriculture. They took very seriously their role of being stewards of the land that they farmed. 
Perhaps more importantly, in addition to raising their sons, they also “raised” several high-school aged 
and older young men who worked for them as hired hands. Lynn’s lunches became legendary among 
this group. Don and Lynn also routinely performed quiet acts of charity for people in need around them.

Now 88 years old, Lynn still lives on the family farm outside of Rochester and enjoys an active 
social life of someone 25 years younger. Beloved and missed by his family, Don was lost to an 
automobile accident in 2003.

Welcome Don & Lynn Chard to the 
Farmer Hall of Fame! 
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Thank you to the following Board of Directors for their 
dedication to the Sangamon County Farm Bureau Board!

Otto Rentschler, of 
Dawson,pictured with SCFB 
Vice Preseident Gary Reavis, 
served 6 years on the board.  

Not pictured: Jason Pickrell, of Buffalo, served 9 years on the board.

Welcome Walter Caruthers to the 
Farmer Hall of Fame! 

 Walter Conlee Caruthers was born on the family farm 
on April 18, 1945, in Waverly, Illinois.  It was there that he 
discovered his life’s passion – farming.  It was also there that he 
learned the hard work, determination, and dedication needed to 
make the family farm be successful.  In addition to working long 
hours on the farm, he also found time to serve others in many 
different roles.  

Walt was a lifetime member of the Sangamon County Farm 
Bureau.  He served on the nominating committee for the Rural 
Electric Association (REA).  He was an associate member of 
the Sangamon County Soil and Water Board.  Walt was also 
named the Sangamon County Soil and Water Conservation District Cooperator of the Year for the 
conservation projects he completed on the farm.  He was a lifetime member of the Talkington 4-H Club.  
Walt also served on the Board of Trustees for the Talkington Township and as a school board member 
for the Waverly Community Unit School District #6.  He was also a lifetime member of the Waverly 
First United Methodist Church, where he served on the Pastor Parish Relationship Committee as 
chairman.  

Walt was most instrumental in running Caruthers Farms, which will be recognized as a 
sesquicentennial farm by the Department of Agriculture in 2022.  It was there that he enjoyed tending 
to the herds and flocks of many animals and rows of crops. 

Walt married Linda Shekelton in 1969 and had three children Carrie (Gary) Howell, Jill (Mike) 
Keeton and Shari (Todd) Edwards and 7 grandchildren.  He led an active lifestyle until his death 
on August 10, 2020, where faith, family and farming were the center of it all.  Despite his physical 
disability, Walt never once complained or made excuses as to why something could not be done.  He 
succeeded at being successful in life, in farming, in raising a family, and in setting a good example of 
what a good man and a good farmer are!



sangamonfb.org   9    September / October 2022



10   The Sangamo Farmer Sangamon County Farm Bureau





  
 Sangamon County Farm Bureau          Sangamon County Farm Bureau         
 2631 Beechler Court              2631 Beechler Court             
 Springfield, IL 62703             Springfield, IL 62703            
                            
                          
                                

Save 15% on advertising in the Sangamo Farmer Save 15% on advertising in the Sangamo Farmer 
when you advertise for a full year!when you advertise for a full year!

Contact the Sangamon County Farm Bureau Office at 217-753-5200 for more details or email Contact the Sangamon County Farm Bureau Office at 217-753-5200 for more details or email 
mtaylor@sangamonfb.orgmtaylor@sangamonfb.org

YOUR LOCAL
SUPPLIER OF CHOICE

Agronomy | Seed | Crop Protection 
Custom Application | AgFinance | Propane | Fuels
Lubricants | Precision Farming | Grain Marketing

www.prairielandfs.com | 888-978-7637


